
 

    

The Inspector 
c/o Rachel Newman 
The Planning Inspectorate 
3A Eagle Wing  
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
 
 
 
 
7 August 2023 

  
  
  
 Town Hall 

Victoria Square 
St.Helens 

 Merseyside 
 WA10 1HP 
  
 Contact: Robert Gatensbury 
 Tel: 07517 830066 
  
 robertgatensbury@sthelens.gov.uk 
 Our ref: Place/GDP/RG/RN8823 

  Your ref:  

 Dear Sir 

 

The St Helens Borough Council (St Helens Town Centre) Compulsory Purchase Order 
2022 

 

We set out the below steps taken by St Helens Borough Council (“the Acquiring Authority”) to comply with the 

statutory and regulatory requirements as set out in the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 ("the 1981 Act"), the 
Compulsory Purchase of Land (Prescribed Forms) (Ministers) Regulations 2004 (S.I.2004 No. 2595) (the 2004 
Regulations") and the Compulsory Purchase (Inquiries Procedure) Rules 2007 (the 2007 Rules"). 

 

1. We confirm that the CPO has been prepared by in the Form numbered 1 in the 2004 Regulations. The 
CPO was sealed and dated on the 9th December 2022. 

 
2. Notice of the making of the CPO in the Form numbered 7 in the 2004 Regulations was published in: 

 

2.1 Two issues of the St Helens Star dated 15th December 2022 and 22nd December 2022. Copies 
of the relevant pages from the above editions of the St Helens Star appear at Appendix 1 
and 2 of this letter. The time allowed for objections was in excess of 28 days from the date 
of the first publication of the Notice, i.e. until 13th January 2023. 

 

3. Site Notices of Making of the CPO in the Form numbered 7 in the 2004 Regulations and addressed to 
“Owners, Lessees, Tenants or Occupiers or Qualifying Persons under Section 12(2A)(a) and 12(2A)(b) 
of the Acquisition of Land Act 1981” were posted at conspicuous places on the Order Land at locations 
shown and marked “GEN_” on the plan at Appendix 3 to this letter. A copy of the form of Notice 
appears at Appendix 4. 

 

4. Notice of the Making of the CPO in the Form numbered 8 in the 2004 Regulations were duly served on 
every owner, tenant, occupier and qualifying person in relation to all land comprised within the CPO, 
in accordance with section 6(1) of the 1981 Act. A copy of the form of Notice appears at Appendix 5. 

The time allowed for objections specified in each of the Notices was in excess of 28 days, i.e. until 13th 
January 2023. A copy of Acquiring Authority’s Statement of Reasons was served with each Notice. 

 

5. With the exception of the Notices referred to in paragraphs 6, 8, 9 and 10 below, the Notices to referred 
to in paragraph 4 were duly served by hand delivery on 15th and 16th December 2022. A sample letter 
delivering such notices appears at Appendix 6. 

 

6. In relation to the plots of land where the identity of an owner, lessee, tenant or occupier, or qualifying 
persons pursuant to sections 12(12A)(a) and 12(12A)(b) of the 1981 Act was unknown, a Notice of 

Making of the CPO in the form required by Section 6(4) of the 1981 Act was posted on or near the plot 

in question in a conspicuous place on the Order Land shown on the plans marked “UNK_” at Appendix 
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3, on 16th December 2022 and maintained until 13th January 2023. A copy of such Notice can be 
found at Appendix 7. 

 

7. At Appendix 8 is a table which provides evidence of posting of all the Site Notices referred to in 
paragraph 3. A table which provides evidence of posting of the Notices referred to at paragraph 4 
above can be found at Appendix 9 to this letter. 

 
8. Following the making of the Order, it came to light that there were some parties of who occupy the 

Swan House (Plot 5 in the Order) who had not been served a Notice referred to in paragraph 4 above. 
Notices were served by Special Delivery on 17th January 2023, and informing the parties that they 
could make representations/object if they wished to do so, and that the Acquiring Authority would 
treat any objections made as if they had been made during the objection period so that they would 
not be disadvantaged in any way. A copy of the sample letter delivering such notices appears at 
Appendix 10. 

 

9. A number of parties who own the land fronting Corporation and Hall Street were omitted from the CPO 
Schedule. As soon as this error came to light those parties were served with a Notice referred to in 
paragraph 4 above. Notices were served by hand delivery on 17th December 2023 and informed the 
parties that they could make representations/object if they wished to do so, and that the Acquiring 
Authority would treat any objections made as if they had been made during the statutory objection 

period so that they would not be disadvantaged in any way. A sample letter delivering such Notices 
appears at Appendix 11. 

 
10. In relation to those Notices referred to paragraph 4 above that remained undelivered, further attempts 

at re-service by first class post were completed on 13th February 2023. A sample letter delivering such 
Notices appears at Appendix 12.  

 

11. Copies of the CPO, the Map and Statement of Reasons and documents referred to therein were 
deposited at the below deposit locations and remain available for inspection in excess of 21 days, i.e. 
until 8th August 2023. 

 
11.1 St Helens Town Hall, Main Reception, Victoria Square, Bickerstaffe Street, St Helens WA10 

1HP, during the following hours: 9am-5pm Monday to Friday. 
 

12. The Notices referred to in paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 7 above were served by Terraquest Data Services.  
 
13. A copy of the Acquiring Authority’s Statement of Case was sent by courier to the Department for 

Levelling Up, Housing and Communities and each objector on 5th May 2023, in accordance with Rule 
7 of the 2007 Rules. A copy of the email and letter delivering the Statement of Case appear at 
Appendix 13. The email and letter provided a hyperlink to the inquiry documents library maintained 

by the Acquiring Authority at the website: www.sthelens.gov.uk/CPO. A copy of the Acquiring 
Authority’s Statement of Case was also sent to the Objector’s by courier on 5th May 2023 and by email 
on 9th May 2023. A sample letter delivering the Acquiring Authority’s Statement of Case appears at 
Appendix 14. 

 
14. The Acquiring Authority’s statements of evidence were served electronically by email each qualifying 

objector on 18th July 2023, being not later than 3 weeks before the start of the inquiry, in accordance 

with the Pre-Inquiry Note. Copies of the email and letter are attached at Appendix 15. 

 

15. In accordance with Rule 11 of the 2007 Rules, notices confirming the holding of an Inquiry into the 

CPO were posted on site within the Order Land on  20th July 2023 A copy of the Notice and Certificate 
of Billposting appears at Appendix 16. The notices were placed in conspicuous locations at intervals 
not less than 5kms apart as shown on the plan at Appendix 17 which includes evidence of posting. 

 

16. The Inquiry Notice was published in: 
 

16.1 The St Helens Star dated 20th July 2023 and 27th July 2023 Copies of the relevant pages 
appear at Appendix 18 of this letter. 

 

16.2 The Inquiry Notice was also posted in the following locations for public inspection on 20th July 
2023, being places in the locality in which the land is situated where notices are usually 
posted: 



 

www.sthelens.gov.uk 

 
 

16.3 St Helens Town Hall, Main Reception, Victoria Square, Bickerstaffe Street, St Helens WA10 
1HP, during the following hours: 9am-5pm Monday to Friday. 

 
Should the Inspector require any further information regarding the Statutory or Regulatory requirements he 
should contact: 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 
 

Robert Gatensbury 

Programme Lead 

St Helens Borough Council 

 
 

  




































































































































