“Frequently Asked Questions” 
Local Plan
What is a Local Plan? 
Local Plans, prepared by a local planning authority in consultation with its community, set out a vision and a framework for the future development of an area. Once in place, Local Plans become part of the statutory development plan. The statutory development plan for the area is the starting point for determining local planning applications. 
What happens if we don’t develop a Local plan? 
The Government may decide to intervene and prepare a Local Plan on behalf of the Borough.
Why do we need to update our current Local Plan?
Our existing Local Plan was adopted by the council in July 2022. The Government requires us to update our local plan to respond to the new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Key elements of our current Local Plan will be out of date in July 2027 when the plan becomes five years old. 
Undertaking a new Local Plan will allow for the Council to properly plan for the higher housing requirement that the government has set us. Failure to have an up to date plan, could result in unplanned development with a lack of associated infrastructure such as roads and green spaces to serve the population. 
The Local Plan will be prepared in accordance with the new plan making process that has been introduced by government. It will be produced within a 30 month timeframe. The plan will set out a vision and spatial strategy for the borough, focusing on site allocations and local spatial policies. Development Management polices will need to have regard to the national decision making policies in the NPPF. 
What period will the plan cover?
An adopted local plan must cover a time period of no less than 15 years from the date of its adoption. We anticipate to adopt the plan in 2029, so the plan will cover the period up to 2044.
What are St Helens future housing needs? 
In December 2024, the Government announced major changes to the way that local housing needs are calculated. The change introduced a new standard method, set out in the National Planning Policy Framework which applies a percentage increase to the existing stock of housing in each Council area. Under this new approach St Helens local housing need has increased to 766 dwellings per annum from July 2027.
What do we need to do to meet these needs?
National policy requires that the Local Plan must be able to demonstrate a supply of specific deliverable housing sites sufficient to provide five years’ worth of housing against our housing requirement.  The Local Plan is also required to identify a supply of specific, developable sites or broad locations for years 6-10 and, where possible, for years 11-15.
What is the Green Belt? 
The designation and protection of Green Belt is controlled by national policy and the fundamental aim is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open.
National planning policy sets out five purposes for including land within a Green Belt:
· To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas;
· To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another;
· To assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment;
· To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and
· To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land.
Once designated, inappropriate development is restricted in the Green Belt unless there are very special circumstances. 
Who owns the Green Belt?
The Green Belt is not owned by a single entity, instead it is split among many different private landowners, farms and local public bodies. 
Can Green Belt boundaries be changed? 
National Policy states that Green Belt boundaries should only be altered in exceptional circumstances that are fully evidenced and justified, through the preparation or updating of Local Plans.  The Council is required to demonstrate that it has examined fully all other reasonable options for meeting its identified needs for development before releasing land from the Green Belt.
If a site is released from the Green Belt through the Local Plan, would all of it be developed?
Not necessarily. 
Many parcels are subject to environmental or other constraints or have an existing use which will want to be retained such as golf courses, country parks, recreation sites, public open spaces, nature reserves and woodlands.
Why do we need to consider Green Belt land?
Due to our housing need and the shortfall of housing land, there is no realistic alternative but to review the potential of land in the Green Belt to meet the shortfall in the Borough’s housing land supply and enable the Council to demonstrate that all the available alternatives have been properly assessed.
Has the Council already decided to take land out of the Green Belt?
The current St Helens Borough Local Plan was formally adopted in July 2022, approving the removal of specific parcels of Green Belt land for housing and employment to meet development needs up to 2037. There is also ‘safeguarded’ land in St Helens which is land that has been set aside by the Council through its Local Plan to meet long-term development needs beyond the current plan period. It is protected from short-term building, but it is not permanently protected like the Green Belt and is earmarked for future housing or employment use.
Won’t more roads, public transport, schools and health services etc be needed? 
Yes.
 The new homes built will mean that the people living there need health services, transport services, road maintenance, waste collections, and schools for their children etc. 
Availability of infrastructure will also determine whether the sites identified in the Green Belt can come forward for development. We are working with public services to plan for this and make sure the needs can be met. 
What is Grey Belt? 
Grey belt is defined in the National Planning Policy Framework as previously developed land or other green belt land that does not strongly contribute to core green belt purposes. It targets underused or degraded sites for potential sustainable development. 
What is Brownfield Land?
Brownfield land means any previously developed property (also known as previously developed land) that was used for industrial, commercial, or other permanent structures, and it is often empty, idle, or potentially affected by low-level environmental pollution.
The regeneration of brownfield land will remain a key priority for the council and the majority of new housing for the new plan will still come from brownfield sites. 
What does this mean for St Helens? 
It will help generate more jobs for local people which will support the local economy which in turn will support local retail and leisure. 
More housing will create a wider choice and greater affordability for local residents.
Both increased employment and better housing will have a positive impact on the health of the Borough.
Scoping Consultation 
What is Scoping Consultation?
The Scoping Consultation is the first stage in preparing a new Local Plan. It gives residents, businesses, landowners, developers and other stakeholders an opportunity to tell us what planning issues, opportunities and challenges should be considered as a new local plan is developed.
What is the purpose of this consultation? 
This consultation is designed to identify: 
· Key planning issues in the Borough 
· Opportunities for growth and regeneration
· Infrastructure needs
· Environmental priorities 
· Local community aspirations
Has the Council already decided where new development will go?
No. 
The Scoping Consultation is an early engagement stage. No decisions have been made about specific development sites or policies.
The purpose of the consultation is to gather views before options are developed and assessed. 
Can I suggest land for development? 
Yes. 
Landowners, developers and interested parties may submit sites for consideration through the Council’s Call for Sites process.
Does submitting a site guarantee planning permission? 
No. 
A site submission is simply a request for the Council to consider a land as part of the plan-making process. 
Any future allocation within the Local Plan would still be subject to detailed assessment and, in many cases, future planning applications. 
What topics is the Council seeking comments on?
· Sustainability 
· Climate Change 
· Housing 
· Employment and Retail 
· Communications and Infrastructure 
· Minerals and Waste 
· Effective use of Land 
· Green Belt 
· Design 
· Transport 
· Health, Pollution and Safety 
· Flood Risk 
· Natural Environment 
· Historic Environment 
Who can take part in the consultation?
Anyone can take part, including:
· Residents
· Businesses 
· Community groups
· Town and parish councils 
· Landowners 
· Developers 
· Public sector organisations
· Environmental groups 
We encourage participation from all sections of the community. 
How can I get involved? 
This consultation will run from 1st September 2026 until 5pm on 6th October 2026.  
The Scoping Report can be viewed online at Consultations and latest news - St Helens Borough Council
Comments on the Scoping Report can be submitted on line via https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/KEPUEB/ or emailed to planningpolicy@sthelens.gov.uk or posted to:  
Development Plans 
Place Services 
St Helens Borough Council 
PO Box 512 
St Helens 
WA10 9JX
Will all comments be considered? 
Yes. 
All comments received within the consultation period will be reviewed and considered as part of the plan-making process. 
A summary of consultation responses will be published following the consultation. 
What happens after the Scoping Consultation? 
The Council will review consultation responses, continue preparing evidence and technical studies, develop planning options and draft policies and undertake further consultation at subsequent stages. 
There will be additional opportunities to comment as the new Local Plan progresses. The Local Plan timetable can be viewed here. 
How will the Council decide what goes into the new Local Plan? 
Planning decisions must be informed by:
· National Planning Policy
· Local evidence and technical studies
· Environmental assessments
· Infrastructure capacity 
· Consultation responses
· Legal and regulatory requirements 
The Council must ensure the Plan is justified, deliverable and sustainable.
How does the Local Plan relate to planning applications? 
The Local Plan provides the framework for making decisions on planning applications.
Planning applications are considered against Local Plan policies and other material planning considerations.
How long will it take to prepare the new Local Plan? 
Preparing a Local Plan is a complex process involving evidence gathering, consultation, assessment and independent examination.
The process typically takes 30 months in accordance with the published local plan timetable and includes multiple stages of public engagement.
Where can I find more information? 
Further information, consultation documents and supporting evidence can be found on the Council's Local Plan webpage which can be found here Local Plan - St Helens Borough Council
You can also contact the Planning Policy Team directly if you require assistance or alternative formats by email at planningpolicy@sthelens.gov.uk, by telephone 01744 676190 or by post at Development Plans, Place Services, St Helens Borough Council, PO Box 512, St Helens, WA10 9JX.


